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To : — 


The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 


DERWENT  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


The  Minister  of  Health  has  issued  a Circular  Letter 
tO'  all  Local  Authorities  in  which  he  states : — 

“ In  view  of  the  increasing  pressure  of  work  to  the 
Public  Health  Departments  of  Local  Authorities,  and  the 
need  for  strict  economy  in  the  use  of  paper,  the  Minister 
considers  that  Interim  Reports  only  should  be  made  for  the 
Year  1939,  and  the  subject  matter  should  be  confined  to 
essential  and  urgent  matters  which  have  affected  the  public 
health  during  the  year — especially  any  matter  arising  from 
or  connected  with  the  War,  outbreaks  of  Infectious  Disease, 


W.  BERTRAM  HILL, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

The  usual  Table  (II.)  is  appended  showing  the  number 
of  Notifications  of  acute  Infectious  Disease  and  of  Tuber- 
culosis. 

There  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of  Scarlet 
Fever  (33)  and  Diphtheria  (10),  compared  with  the  previous 
year. 

In  1938 — Scarlet  Fever,  19  cases;  Diphtheria,  6 cases. 

No  particular  Parish  was  involved,  the  cases  being 
widely  distributed. 


MINOR  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 


Whooping  Cough  and  Measles  were  made  notifiable 
on  the  23rd  October,  1939. 

A single  case  of  Measles  only  was  notified. 


GOVERNMENT  EVACUATION  SCHEME. 

There  were  received  into  the  District  on  the  1st 
September  1,774  Children  and  by  31st  December,  1939,  730 
only  remained. 

The  most  noteworthy  feature  in  connection  with  this 
incursion  of  children  was  the  large  proportion  suffering  from 
verminous  heads,  septic  skin  conditions  and  enemesis. 

A large  number  were  also  inadequately  clothed. 

Great  difficulty  was  experienced  in  dealing  with  these 
Children  as  no  special  accommodation  had  been  provided 
beforehand. 

Later  in  the  year  a Sick  Bay  was  established  in  Pock- 
lington  and  arrangements  were  made  for  the  treatment  of 
cases  of  Scabies  in  the  County  Institution  at  Howden. 


HOUSING. 


Routine  work  under  the  Housing  Acts  had  to  be 
abandoned,  and  specially  urgent  matters  attended  to  only. 


Four  schemes,  however,  to  which  the  Council  was 
already  committed  were  completed  as  follows : — 


Parish 


Houses 


Naburn  ....  ....  ....  13 

Kelfield  9 

Barlby  20 

Cliffe  ....  ....  ....  ....  16 

Osgodby  ....  ....  ....  2 


The  Sanitary  Inspector  has  been  appointed  to 
ordinate  and  supervise  the  Council’s  Salvage  Scheme. 


co- 


AIR  RAID  PRECAUTION. 

The  Duties  under  this  Act  have  been  delegated  to  the 
District  Council  and  much  of  the  Medical  Officer’s  time  has 
been  absorbed  by  inaugurating  the  Medical  Services. 
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TABLE  II. — Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  year  1939. 


